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SECRET 


Ambassador  RITTER 


15  January  2 
Tokyo 

For  information.  Also  for  delegation. 


1)  On  2  January  in  a  conversation  with  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister 
Ambassador  0SHB1A  gave  the  information  that  he  had  been  commissioned  by 
his  government  to  concentrate  in  his  hands  for  the  Japanese  side  the  hand¬ 
ling  of  all  questions  whioh  concerned  the  general  principles  of  oooperation 
in  the  whole  field  of  the  common  proseoution  of  the  war  and  to  speak  at  the 
proper  time  with  the  Reich  Foreign  ’Sinister  and,  insofar  as  Italy  was  in¬ 
terested,  with  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  and  the  Italian  Ambassador  here. 
Nothing  beyond  purely  military  and  eoonomic  questions  of  detail  were  to  be 
directly  handled  by  the  military  and  eoonoraio  members  of  the  sub-commissions 
of  the  Tri -Partite  Paot.  At  this  conversation  OSHIMA  delivered  a  memoran¬ 
dum,  wherein  it  was  set  forth  that,  parallel  to  the  oonvorsations  on 
military  oooperation,  conoreto  negotiations  should  soon  be  initiated  on 
reoiprooal  utilisation  of  German  and  Japanese  eoonomio  power.  While  Japan 
was  doing  the  utmost  to  facilitate  the  delivery  of  East  Asiatic  products  to 
Germany,  Germany  should  do  everything  to  deliver  maohines,  munitions  matorial 
and  plants  to  Japan.  To  avoid  paymont  difficulties  it  was  necessary  that 
Germany  should  grant  Japan  a  total  credit  of  one  thousand  million  yen 
/¥ 1,000, 000, 000/  for  three  years.  It  was  proposed  that,  until  this  credit 
was  available,  a  bridging  over  credit  of  50  million  yen  for  the  most  urgent 
German  deliveries  bo  immediately  placed  at  disposal.  Japan  was  ready,  with 
the  development  and  utilisation  of  the  raw  materials-rich  South  Sea  regions, 
whioh  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  progress  of  the  military  operations,  to 
look  out  for  Germany's  intorost  there  in  every  possible  way. 

****** 


to  1 

State  Seoretary 
Ambassador  RITTER 

>  Inder  State  Seoretary  for  Politics 
Director  Politics 


WIEHL 


Dirigont 
Envoy  SCHNURRE 
Q.L,  Timann  /?/ 
VLR.  Bohrend  /?/ 
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AFFIDAVIT 


I,  V/.  P.  Cumning,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  depose  and  sayi 

1.  That  I  am  art  Attache  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
State  on  the  Staff  of  the  United  States  Political  Adviser  on 
German  Affairs,  and  as  such  I  am  a  representative  of  the  Office 
of  military  Government  for  Germany  (U.S.).  That  in  my  capacity 
as  above  set  forth,  I  have  in  my  possession,  custody,  and  con¬ 
trol  at  the  Berlin  Documents  Center,  Berlin,  Germany,  the 
original  captured  German  Foreign  Office  files  and  archives. 

2.  That  said  original  Foreign  Office  files  and  archives 
were  captured  and  obtained  by  military  forces  under  tho  command 
of  the  Supreme  Commander ,  Allied  Expeditionary  Forces,  and  upon 
their  seizure  and  capture  were  first  assembled  by  said  military 
forces  at  a  Military  Document  Center  at  Marburg,  Germany,  and 
were  later  moved  by  authorized  persoitnel  of  said  Allied  forces 
to  said  central  documents  center,  above  referred  to,  and  known 
as  the  Berlin  Documents  Center. 

3.  That  I  was  assigned  to  said  document  center  at  Marburg, 
Germany,  on  August  15,  19**-5j  and  said  captured  German  Foreign 
Office  files  and  archives  first  came  into  my  possession  and 
control  while  I  v»as  stationed  at  Marburg,  Germany,  and  that 
thereafter  the  same  have  continued  in  my  possession  and  custody 
and  under  my  control. 

f 

4.  That  the  document  to  which  this  affidavit  is  attached 
is  a  true  and  correct  photostatic  copy  of  an  original  German 
Foreign  Office  document  which  was  captured  from  said  German 
Foreign  Office  files  and  archives,  and  which  came  into  my 
possession  and  custody  and  under  my  control  in  the  manner  above 
set  forth. 

5.  That  said  original  document,  of  which  the  attached  is  a 
photostatic  copy,  is  being  hold  and  retained  by  me  In  order  that 
it  may  be  examined  and  inspected  by  various  interested  agencies, 
and  a  photostatic  copy  of  said  original  is  hereby  furnished  and 
certified  to  because  of  the  unavailability  of  said  original  for 
the  reasons  above  set  forth. 

/s/  W.  P.  Cummins _ 

W.  P.  CURING 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23rd  day  of  April  19^6. 

/s/  G.  H.  Garde 
G.  H.  GARDE 
Lt.  Colonel.  AGD 
Acting  Adjutant  General 

Office  of  Military 
Government  for  Germany  (U.S.) 
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